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1. GEORGE YOUNGER, OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN ON DEFENSE (MP 
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CONSERVATIVE), HAD BRIEF APPOINTMENT WITH AMBASSADOR 
"ON URGENT BASIS" NOVEMBER II. YOUNGER HAD SOUGHT AP- 
POINTMENT, HE EXPLAINED TO EMBASSY OEEICER, TO EXPRESS 
VIEWS HIS PARTY BEEORE AMBASSADOR'S DEPARTURE FOR 
WASHINGTON CONSULTATIONS. 

2. YOUNGER REITERATED TO AMBASSADOR COMMENTS HE MADE IN 
LETTER TO EDITOR OE DAILY TELEGRAPH PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 7 
REFERRING TO CABINET CHANGES IN US (REE A, NOTAL). HE 
WANTED, HE SAID, TO IMPRESS ON THE AMBASSADOR THE DIS- 
TORTION WHICH HAD CREPT INTO BRITISH MEDIA REPORTING ON 
THE DISMISSAL OE SCHLESINGER. HE THOUGHT IT WAS IMPORTANT 
TO NOTE, AS SUBSEQUENT PRESS COVERAGE HAD DISCLOSED, THAT 
THE US WAS NOT SHIETING ITS DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY POS- 
TURE, PARTICULARLY IN THE NATO CONTEXT, BY DROPPING 
SCHLESINGER EROM THE CABINET. 

3. SCHLESINGER WAS WELL-KNOWN TO BRITISH CONSERVATIVES, 
AND HIS VIEWS ON DETENTE WERE APPRECIATED HERE. YOUNGER 
SAID HE HAD BEEN PLEASED TO LEARN THERE WAS LITTLE 
LIKELIHOOD THAT RUMSFELD WOULD ESPOUSE A DIEFERENT PO- 
SITION ON DETENTE AS SECRETARY OE DEEENSE. 

4. IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THIS SHOULD BE THE CASE SO 

THAT BRITAIN AND OTHER NATO ALLIES WOULD CONTINUE WHOLE- 
HEARTED SUPPORT OF NATO THROUGH NATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 
YOUNGER SAID THE CONSERVATIVES "WORRIED ' ABOUT LESSER- 
ING OF SUPPORT EOR NATO ON THE PART OE SOME OE THEIR 
EUROPEAN ALLIES AS WELL AS ON THE PART OP THE LABOR 
GOVERNMENT. IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT EOR THE PUTURE THAT 
RUMSFELD MADE CLEAR THE CONTINUATION OF LS# POLICY TOWARD 
NATO AND TOWARD THE DESIRABILITY OP CONTINUED SUPPORT 
BY MEMBER NATIONS. (PARENTHETICALLY, YOUNGER ADDED THAT 
THOSE OP HIS PARTY WHO KNEW RUMSPELD ASSURED HIM THAT 
RUMSFELD HELD VIEWS SIMILAR TO THOSE OP SCHLESINGER.) 

5. YOUNGER MADE AN ADDITIONAL REQUEST THAT THE CHANGE 
PROM SCHLESINEER TO RUMSFELD SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN TO 
MEAN ANY LESSENING OP US INTEREST IN A "TWO-WAY STREET" 

EOR NATO ARMAMENTS PROCUREMENT. IT WAS NECESSARY, 
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YOUNGER SAID, TO CONTINUE EMPHASIZING STANDARDIZATION 
OP WEAPONRY AND SHARED INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION. YOUNGER 
SAID HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT THE AMBASSADOR, IN HIS NEW 
RESPONSIBILITIES AS SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, WOULD AP- 
PRECIATE THE ECONOMIC NECESSITY EOR BRITISH PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE "TWO-WAY STREET" PROPOSAL. 

6. YOUNGER REQUESTED THAT THE AMBASSADOR PROVIDE THESE 
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VIEWS OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY IN HIS CONVERSATIONS IN 
WASHINGTON. 

RICHARDSON 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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